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Burundi 
Jailed Coup Suspects Shot Dead in Escape Bid 


AB2812195495 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS ‘Transcribed Text] Three Burund: soldiers have 
been shot and killed in prison. They were being held 
in connection with their alleged part in the failed coup 
attempt in 1993, in which President Melchior Ndadaye 
was assassinated. The official version of events is that 
the three prisoners were gunned down as they tried to 
escape. Alexei Ntsidukije of independent Radio Jumbo 
telexed us this report from Bujumbura. 


According to the Ministry of Justice, the three alleged 
putschists were shot dead by prison guards as they 
tried to escape from (Mpimba) Prison in Bujumbura 
late last night. The three alleged putschists killed were 
Sergeant Major Domero, who was extradited from Zaire 
in August, and two junior officers by the names of 
Nsabimana and Ndarahije, who have been detained in 
Bujumbura since the assassination of Melchior Ndadaye 
in 1993. An investigation has been ordered by both the 
civil and military authorities to clarify more exactly the 
circumstances of their deaths. 


In the meantime, rumors are circulating in Bujumbura 
that their deaths may have been deliberately organized 
to prevent them [from] providing evidence on the 
planning and execution of the failed coup attempt in 
1993. However, so far, there is no evidence to suggest 
that there is anything in these rumors. A source close 
to President Ntibantunganya underlined that since the 
1993 coup aitempt involved a great number of people, 
the death of three minor participants does not represent 
a setback for the current international inquiry into the 
coup attempt. According to military sources, there are 
still five or six alleged putschists being detained in 
Bujumbura, including an officer by the name of Ningiba, 
who was extradited several mouths ago from Zaire, 
along with the now dead Sgt. Maj. Domero. 


Cameroon 
Government Reacts To Bakassi Issue With Nigeria 


AB2812193795 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 28 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Cameroon has reacted to the 
22 December statement issued by the Nigerian Govern- 
ment saying that it does not understand why Cameroon 
is insistii hat the Internationa! Court of Justice at The 
Hague [IC _. ule on the dispute over the bakassi Penin- 
sula. Cameroonian Justice Minister Douala Moutome 
said it appears Nigeria is in no hurry to see the dis- 
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pute solved. He expressed surprise that Abuja 1s contest- 
ing the ICJ’s competence to rule on the matter. Nigeria 
wants the Lake Chad Basin Commission ‘o resolve the 
dispute, an option which the Cameroonian justice min- 
ister rejects. 


[Begin Moutome recording] In Cameroon, we have 
noticed that each time we believe we have reached 
a negotiated settlement, Nigeria always reverts to the 
beginning of the conflict. This led to the incident ot early 
1993, which can be blamed on Nigeria, since it was 
Nigeria that carried out the attack. We tried to mediate 
and we even accepted to have Togolese and Gabonese 
mediation. You know very weil that President Eyadema 
came to Cameroon. We decided that there should be 
a meeting among the three sides following Eyadema’s 
visit to Nigeria, but that meeting was never held. Which 
side is being insincere in this matter? 


We have already taken the matter to the ICJ. Well, 11 
was not exactly before the ICJ. We took it to the ICJ 
chairman in the presence of Nigeriau representatives. 
Nigeria presented its side of the case, and we presented 
ours. There was a ruling on the matter. I do not know 
what it was, but Nigeria said two of the reports are 
inadmissible. Is the [CJ competent <. rule on the matter 
or not? We will have to find out from the ruling. We 
will have to wait for the ruling. We will just have to 
be patient. Nigeria has just raised the issue, and we will 
have to find out what the grounds for that are. [end 
recording] 


Rwanda 
Hutu Refugees Appeal to Vice President 


LD2812194695 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text! [Announcer Bernard Nageotte] 
In news of Rwanda, Hutu retugees have called for 
dialogue in an appeal to [Rwandan Vice President] 
General Paul Kagame. The call comes from the main 
Hutu refugee organization, the Rally for Democracy 
and the Return of Refugees to Rwanda [RDR], which 
has accused the Kigali authorities of indiscriminately 
labelling all Hutus as perpetrators of genocide. Our 
correspondent Mounia Daoudi spoke to RDR Chairman 
Innocent Butare: 


[Begin Butare recording] This is not the first time 
we have appealed for a political dialogue with the 
authorities in Kigali, but, since we have not in the past 
received a satisfactory reply from them — and since the 
Situation is not getting any better — we ‘thought it was 
time to make a fresh appeal. 


We have addressed this appeal to Mr. Kagame directly, 
because it is an open secret in Rwanda that he ts the 
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person with the power to make decisions. Since the 
question of security — or rather the lack of security — 
is the key issue in the search for an end to the refugee 
crisis in the Great Lakes region, we felt that it was he 
who had to be contacted personally, in hopes of moving 
things forward. 


We have stated in our message that we are ready to 
discuss any and all subjects of importance concerning 
Rwanda’s past, present, or future. We are providing the 
Kigali government with an opening, should it really 
wish to enter into negotiations. As for us, we are not 
ruling anything out. Everything is up for discussion. 


We think that [word indistinct] is very important be- 
cause people of bad faith sometimes accuse us of being 
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unwilling to talk about certain things, certain taboo sub- 
jects. We are saying that we are ready to discuss any- 
thing and everything. [end recording] 


[Nageotte} Gen. Kagame says that he has not received 
the message in question and has therefore refused to 
make a statement. Remember that about | million 
Rwandan refugees are still, at the end of this year, taking 
refuge in Zaire, and that according to the UNHCR there 
are hardly more than 100 per day — at best — who 
voluntarily leave the five large camps in the Goma area. 
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Eritrea 
President, OAU’s Salim Discuss Island Conflict 


EA2812140895 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 0930 GMT 28 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] President Isaias Afwerki today 
held talks with Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim, secretary 
general of the OAU. During the meeting, President 
Isaias briefed the OAU secretary general on the causes 
and developments of the conflict with Yemen over the 
Hanish archipelago and gave detailed accounts of the 
efforts made by the Eritrean Government to resolve the 
conflict peacefully and through international meJiation. 


President Isaias also said that the deployment of Yemeni 
soldiers to Hanish Island and their subsequent attacks 
had brought about the undesired conflict. However, he 
said that in order to pacify the situation the Eritrean gov- 
ernment had presented constructive proposals and h@d 
also encouraged international mediation and arbitration. 


After expressing his appreciation for the statement is- 
sued by the OAU and its secretary general, President 
Isaias stated that the organization would greatly con- 
tribute to solving the problem. He furthermore briefed 
him on the initiatives by the governments of Ethiopia 
and Egypt. 


For his part, Dr. Salim appreciated the stance and 
efforts by the Eritrean Government to resolve the issue 
peacefully through international law. He also affirmed 
the utmost readiness of the OAU to play its part in the 
peaceful arbitration [words indistinct}. 


Foreign Minister Backs Up Claim to Islands 


MM2812151095 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 28 Dec 95 p5 


{Interview with Foreign Minister Petros Solomon by 
correspondent Lutfi Shatarah; place and date not given] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] (Shatarah] What is the back- 
ground to the Yemen-Eritrea conflict over the Hanish 
islands? 


[Petros] To start with, it should be made clear that all 
the islands in the Hanish archipelago are an integral 
part of national Eritrean territory. There are historical 
documents and legal grounds to support our claim. 
Historically the Ottoman Empire ruled these islands 
after extending its colonialist rule in the south of the 
Red Sea and its domination on the Eritrean coast. 


When in 1923, by virtue of the famous Treaty of 
Lausanne, the Ottoman Empire relinquished all its 
colonies, including the islands under its domination, the 
islands became part of Eritrea, which was then reeling 
under the yoke of Italian colonialism. Following fascist 
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Italy’s defeat in World War II and with Eritrea coming 
under the British mandate between 1942 and 1952, those 
islands were administered by the British. 


When Eritrea was forced into a confederation with 
Ethiopia in 1952, clause 2 of the Eritrean Constitution 
— formulated and prepared by a UN international legal 
commission — stated that all Eritreen territories include 
all previously colonized Eritrean territories, including 
the islands. Consequently, these islands were the starting 
point for our revolution during the liberation war, and, 
over the past decades, Yemen never made any claims in 
this context. This is why we were greatly surprised when 
ihe Yemeni authorities started to extend their military, 
economic, and urban power on this part of our national 
territory. 


In view of the fraternal and historical relations between 
the two countries, we went to Sanaa to extinguish this 
spark before it worsened. However, and very much to 
our deep regret, the Yemeni side did not show any 
understanding and tried, through the media, to distort 
the truth and escalate the situation, which eventually 
led to an armed conflict between brothers. 


[Shatarah] In view of the strong relations between Sanaa 
and Asmara, the invasion of Greater Hanish island by 
Eritrean forces caused a great shock to the Yemeni 
officials. Why did Asmara resort to the control of the 
island? 


[Petros] As I said before, our forces have long been on 
the islands, since they are part of our national territory. 
We have not invaded a single inch of Yemeni territory, 
and it would be inconceivable to take such a step. 


[Shatarah] Officials in Sanaa say that you agreed with 
Yemeni Foreign Minister Dr. ‘Abd-al-Karim al-Iryani 
to continue negotiations on 25 February 1996. Why did 
you not abide by this agreement? 


[Petros] We did indeed agree with the Yemeni nego- 
tiations Commission to resume the third round of the 
Eritrea- Yemen negotiations at the end of February 1996, 
and there has been no violation of the agreement on our 
part. Instead, the Yemeni forces came from Sanaa and 
mounted an air and ground attack on our units, which 
defended themselves. 


[Shatarah] There are some insinuations that Israel is 
playing a part in lending you military support to control 
the islands situated in the [Red] Sea in order to use them 
for Israeli military objectives. 


[Petros] This is a scratched record, and I believe that 
it is now old hat and exposed in the eyes of Arab and 
international public opinion. We do not understand the 
reasons for the Arab and Yemeni quarters to invent such 
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imaginary and flimsy incidents. Eritrea did not and will 
not allow Israel or others to establish military bases 
on a single inch of its territories, or on a single drop 
of its continental waters. We did not fight for three 
whole decades to offer facilities or military bases to 
any foreign force. We have repeatedly said this, but 
what can you do if it falls on deaf ears. 


[Shatarah] There are, however, those who make a con- 
nection between the statement made by the Israeli health 
minister, who visited Asmara recently and said that that 
Israel supports Eritrea in confronting fundamentalism in 
Sudan, and hints of military cooperation with Eritrea to 
invade the Hanish islands. 


[Petros] First, we are against extremism in all its forms 
and we are fully prepared to cooperate with any side to 
eradicate it from this part of our continent. 


Second, we have diplomatic relations with Israel. These 
relations cannot be used in any form whatsoever against 
a third party. 


Finally, there are no security or military agreements 
between Eritrea and the Arab states. 


[Shatarah] Some observers are saying that the govern- 
ment in Eritrea has resorted to creating external crises 
with its neighbors, Sudan and Yemen, to cover internal 
political crises. 


[Petros] This kind of talk can only come from someone 
who does not know the internal Eritrean political 
situation and is totally ignorant of the nature of the 
Eritrean Government, which has always revealed all 
crises to its peopie so that all Eritrea’s sons can 
contribute in overcoming them. 


There is no divide separating the government from the 
people for us to resort to such cheap and immoral 
methods and policies, namely to create incidents with 
a neighboring state with which we have fraternal and 
historical ties. Moreover, there are common strategic 
interests between the states of the southern Red Sea 
area. 


{Shatarah} Do you think that a peaceful solution to the 
crisis between your country and Yemen can be found, 
especially in view of the fact that each side is sticking 
to the initiative it has presented? 


[Petros] We must reach a peaceful and just solution, 
whether in the short term or distant future, and we hope 
that fraternal relations will return to their natural course, 
and the sooner the better. 


[Shatarah] In view of the fact that there are special 
Yemeni-Eritrean relations, why do you insist on the 
presence of observers on the island until the end of 
international arbitration on them. Do you not think that 
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such insistence cculd lead to a rift in these relations and 
cause a loss of confidence? 


[Petros] We would have liked the relauons between the 
two countries not to reacn their current status. After 
what happened, however, there must be international 
arbitration to give each side its due without harming the 
eternal relations between the Eritrean and the Yemeni 
peoples. 


[Shatarah} Some analysts say that Eritrea wanted to 
embarrass Yemen and wants to be compensated for 
supporting President “Ali ‘Atdallah Salih in the war 
that he waged against the Yemeni Soctalist Party in the 
south last year. To what extent is this tue? 


[Petros] Eritrea did not support President “Ali “Abdallah 
Salih against his former deputy "Ali Salim al-Bayd, as 
much as it stood for the Yemen: people's unity, which 
the Socialist Party contributed to establishing as much 
as the other Yemen: political forces. Therefore, it is a 
fundamental attitude toward Yemen's people, and is not 
subject to cheap political methods based on a quid pro 
quo. 


{Shatarah] The Eritrean opposition abroad is saying 
that by invading the Hanish islands you as government 
officials gambled with historical ties going back three 
thousand years between Yemen and Eritrea. 


[Petros] There is no Eritrean opposition abroad. Instead 
there are some iadividua!s who subsist on the crumbs of 
assistance given by quarters with well-hidden political 
intentions for whatever purpose, spreading lies in order 
to create coniusion in Arab pudlic opimion about the 
internal situation in Eritrea. 


[Shatarah] Yemen is saying that it enabled you to use 
the islands during the war against the Ethiopian forces 
and that today you are claiming these islands as part 
of your territory, and sees in this a lack of gratitude 
on your part with regard to Yemen's role in liberating 
Eritrea. 


[Petros} You cannot give what you do not own. How 
can Yemen give us Eritrean islands? These are blatant 
fallacies which would not hold up in the face of any 
objective study and careful analysis. 


[Shatarah] Finally, are you optimistic that you will find 
a peaceful way out which will restore Yemeni-Eritrean 
relations to their former state’ 


[Petros] We do not and never will despair of finding 
a just political solution to the current crisis, which 
has not and will not cast its shadow over the eternal 
relations between Yemen and Eritrea. Therefore, our 
minds, hearts, and souls are brimming with optimism. 
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Afwerki, Zenawi Meet To View Hanish Conflict 


EA2912122695 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrigna 0930 GMT 2° Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Presiden! Isaias Afwerki and 
the prime minister of the federal democratic Republic 
of Ethiopia, Mr. Meles Zenawi, met and held talks in 
Asmara this morning. 


At the talks on the Hanish Archipelago conflict between 
Eritrea and Yemen, which were held in the state lounge, 
the two sides expressed their belief that the conflict 
would be peacefully resolved. 


Prime Minister Meles Zenawi told the ERITREAN 
NEWS AGENCY that the differences between the two 
countries are currently narrowing..He was met and seen 
off at Asmara International Airport today by senior 
Eritrean Government officials led by President Isaias 
Afwerki. 


Red Cross Works Out Repatriation of Yemeni 
POW’s 

EA2812190095 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT 28 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In line with the Eritrean Gov- 
ernment’s decision to release Yemeni POW’s, the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC] met the 
Yemeni POW’s in Asmara today. In its activities to- 
day, the ICRC worked out procedures to repatriate the 
POW’s. 


Ethiopia 
Sudan Accused of Torturing Ethiopian Refugees 


EA2812224095 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia’s Government has called on the 
Sudanese Government to stop torturing and harassing 
Ethiopian refugees in Sudan. In a statement issued 
today, the foreign minister noted that the brutal torture 
and death of Ethiopian refugees being perpetrated by the 
Sudanese Government has become an ugly daily fact. 


In a letter to the UNHCR head, Mrs. Sadako Ogata, 
the foreign minister, Mr. Seyoum Mesfin, noted that it 
has become very difficult to enumerate the brutal and 
illegal acts being perpetrated against the Ethiopians. He 
only mentioned recent deaths of refugees as an exarrole 
in the letter. Tewodros Neway has the details from the 
ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY: 


[Begin Tewodros recording] According to the minis- 
ter’s letter, an Ethiopian refugee named Tesfaye Fasil 
was tortured by the Sudanese security authorities in a 
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Khartoum prison on 14 December. It was also con- 
firmed that he was killed by hanging. The body of 
another Fthiopiau named Ebrahim Adem, after being 
killed through inhuman torture, was thrown into the al- 
Rosayris Dam in al-Damazin. The minister went on to 
say that more than 230 Ethiopian refugees have been 
detained in Khartoum, al-Qadarif, and al-Damazin pris- 
ons, and the whereabouts of 53 of them is unknown. 


Currently, after the intervention of the UNHCR, 38 
prisoners have been released. In November, others were 
thrown out of Sudan but their families and property were 
retained. 


The minister also pointed out in the letter that 35 
Ethiopians who were arrested by the Sudanese security 
authorities, were tortured and lefi under the protection of 
the office of the UNHCR for one monih before returning 
to their country on 25 December. 


The minister pointed out that the policy of arrest, tor- 
ture, and killing of Ethiopian refugees, which the Su- 
danese Government is purposely pursuing, has contin- 
ucd unabated, adding that the government is distorting 
information by saying that the Ethiopian Government 
is .ot ready to accept the Ethiopian refugees who are 
ready to return home. it is distorting information about 
the situation in Ethiopia in a bid to thwart aitempts by 
the refugees to return home. 


The foreign minister noted that the Ethiopian Govern- 
ment will take all steps at the international level over 
the acts that the Sudanese Government is committing 
against the Ethiopians. [passage omitted] 


The minister urged the Sudanese Government to stop 
the acts of terrorizing, torturing, wholesale arrests, and 
killings being perpetrated against Ethiopian refugees, 
and to desist from becoming an obstacle to efforts to 
repatriate the refugees. (passage omitied] [end record- 
ing] 


Somalia 


OAU Refutes Aidid Accusation of Interference 


NC2712174695 Cairo MENA in Arabic 
1650 GMT 27 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Addis Ababa, 27 Dec (MENA) 
— The OAU official spokesman today criticized a 
Statement by the spokesman of General Mohamed Farah 
Aidid on the OAU’s performance vis-a-vis the situation 
in Somalia. In a statement to a MENA correspondent 
in Addis Ababa, OAU spokesman Ibrahim Dagash [as 
transliterated] described this statement as irresponsible 
and untrue. He said that the statement made by Jami’ 
Ghalib [as transliterated], who belongs to General 
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Aidid’s side, claiming that the OAU interferes in the 
Somali people’s domestic affairs is not true. 


He stressed that the OAU committed itself from the 
beginning of the conflict in Somalia to seek a peaceful 
solution through negotiations with the participation of 
all Somali groups without exception. The spokesman 
said that the recent decision by the foreign ministers of 
the Mechanism for the Settlement of African Disputes 
on Somalia called for sending a delegation to Somalia to 
consult with all groups to reach a peaceful solution. He 
noted that the decision made absolutely no mention of 
what Aidid’s spokesman said about a call for a national 
meeting for reconciliation in Somalia. 


Osman Atto Visits Saudi Arabia, Italy 
EA2812191195 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 

1630 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Omar Ahmed Gas, acting 
chairman of the United Somali Congress-Somali Na- 


FBIS-AFR-95-250 
29 December 1995 


tional Alliance [USC-SNA], attended a meeting of the 
Organization’s leaders of community and yo. ‘h orga- 
nizations at the USC-SNA headquarters in Mogadishu 
today. [passage omitted] 


Speaking about USC-SNA Chairman Osman Ali Atto’s 
working tour abroad, Omar Ahmed Gas, the USC- 
SNA’s acting chairman said that Mr. Atto met Crown 
Prince ‘Abdallah Bin-’ Abd-al-’ Aziz al-Sa’ud during his 
tour of Saudi Arabia. The two discussed the achieve- 
ment of peace and reconciliation in Somalia. Osman 
Ali Atto also met leaders of Somali organizations and 
Somalis living there, Omar Ahmed Gas said. 


The chairman of the USC-SNA is now in Italy at the 
invitation of the Italian Foreign Ministry. The ministry 
promised to support the the USC-SNA’s pacification 
program, Mr. Omar Ahmed Gas said. [passage omitted] 
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Nzo Sees Need for ‘Consistent’ Nigerian Policy 


MB2812171295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1246 GMT 28 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Cape Town Dec 28 SAPA 
— The government was acutely aware of the importance 
of having a clear consistent policy on Nigeria, Foreign 
Minister Alfred Nzo said in a New Year message on 
Thursday [28 December]. 


Talks with the Nigerian military would have to continue 
while international pressure for democracy was main- 
tained, he said. This two-track policy by South Africa 
was being pursued in consultation with the Southern 
African Development Community, a Commonwealth 
ministerial action group and individual major powers. 
[passage omitted] 


Nation To Recruit German, Swedish Doctors 


MB2812193495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1924 GMT 28 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Dec 28 
SAPA — Despite the 120 doctors being recruited from 
Cuba by South Africa, more doctors would be recruited 
from Germany and Sweden to fill existing vacant 
government posts, SABC [South African Broadcasting 
Corporation] television news reported on Thursday [28 
December]. 


The 120 Cuban doctors set to arrive in the country in 
February fell far short of the number of doctors urgently 
needed in rural areas. There were 2,000 vacant posts and 
the Ministry of Health planned to help fill them with 
recruits from Germany and Sweden. Northern Province 
alone needed 800 more doctors. 


The shortage of doctors, blamed on working conditions 
and low salaries, was even worse in rural areas, in which 
many South African doctors were reluctant to work. The 
Cubans would be evaluated by the interim Medical and 
Dental Council and would receive the same salaries as 
South African state doctors. They would serve a one to 
Aree years contract. 


IFP Faults Plan To Send More Police to KwaZulu 


MB2812134995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1206 GMT 28 Dec 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} Durban Dec 28 SAPA — 
Deputy President Thabo Mbeki’s decision to increase 
the strength of the police’s investigation task unit [ITU] 
in KwaZulu/Natal was a colossal error of judgement 
politically, the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] said on 
Thursday (28 Decembe’’ . 


Spokesrian Ed Tillett told SAPA Mbek: had chosen 
to bypuss the KwaZulu/Natal government instead of 
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waiting for a full consultation with premier Dr Frank 
Mdlalose. 


Mbeki on Wednesday said the poss!hility of deploying 
additional security force members in the provinee had 
been discussed al a meeting with police commissioner 
George Fivaz and other senior security force members. 


"Deputy President Mbeki’s statement is calculated to 
upstage the ANC’s (African National Congress) p 
cal opponents,” Tillett said. 


"It is well known that the ITU has been rejected by the 
IFP as being a political instrument used by the ANC to 
embarrass its political opponents. Its investigations have 
been selective and the unii has failed in its mission to 
isolate perpetrators of political violence.” 


Tillett said the ITU had been politically discredited in 
the province. “The unit lacks broad credibility with the 
bulk of the province,” he said. “It seems to be bloody- 
minded to impose a solution on the province without 
consulting the provincial government. Beefing up a unit 
which has been discredited does not seem to serve the 
purpose of ending political violence in the province.” 


Tillett said Mbeki was scheduled tc meet Mdlalose on 
Friday and the IFP hoped Mbeki would reconsider his 
Suggestion that additional security force members be 
deployed in the province. 


"The IFP’s counter-proposal is tiat an independent 
judicial inquiry which enjoys multiparty support in the 
province be set up to investigate political violence; an 
inquiry free of political stigma or association, because 
we perceive the ITU to be influenced by the ANC. The 
province needs an inquiry with which both the ANC 
and IFP can feel comfortable. You cannot have either 
one influencing an investigating unit and we cannot see 
how the central government can oppose something like 
that (a judicial inquiry).” 


Truth Commission Considers Witness Protection 


MB2912084395 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in Afrikaans 0630 GMT 29 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission is considering protection for witnesses 
following the murder on Saturday of a policeman who 
is believed to have said he wanted to confess before the 
commission about alleged police involvement in death 
squad activities. Constable Alfred Mbatha was shot near 
a Defense Force base in East London. Shortly before 
his death, the deceased is believed to have told his 
friends that he was prepared to confess before the Truth 
Commission and that he had already made statement 
under oath. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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South African Press Review for 29 Dec 
MB2912132795 


(FBIS Editorial Report] 
BUSINESS DAY 


Taking Stock of 1995 —- "If there was a thread that ran 
througin 1995, it was that South Africa is becoming a 
normal country grappling with issues all normal soci- 
eties face," states the page-4 editorial in Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 29 December. There 
are "parallels in the privatisation debate ‘split’ between 
COSATU [Congress of South African Trade Unions} 
and the ANC that shows we are becoming a more nor- 
mal society." As for “overcoming our racist past" we 
may have done so if “integration of the military is an 
examp'e. We have a ruling party that is officially and 
ideologicai:y Committed to nonracialism.” With regard 
to the economy, it is "being soundly and cautiously 
managed by government, while the private sector ic 
proving itself capable of creating new wealth, new job: 
and skills." However, with hindsight, BUSINESS DAY 
would "have done what was needed to contro! infia- 
tion but would have added to our tools by a more rapid 
scrapping of exchange controls. Unemployment num- 
bers have barely been dented and may not be unless 
or until we have a public works programme similar to 
Roosevelt's New Deal.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Taking Stock of 1995 —- Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English on 28 December in its page-6 editorial also 
looks back on 1995, saying it was a year “of good 
progress in many spheres of national life.” “Fears of 
Black rule have receded.” Mainly ANC ministers have 
shown a "good grasp of their porifolios” and where 
they have "“failed’ it is due to their “desire to make 
too many changes too soon.” White civil servants have 
been given the signal that "their promotion opportunities 
will be limited,” and farmers are “undergoing unsettling 
changes.” The government is “not very caring about how 
farmers feel." "From the Black point of view, the ANC’s 
election promises of houses and jobs have not been 
fulfilled." Furthermore, the Masakhane (Let's Build 
Together) campaign, which was to encourage townshi:) 
residents to pay for services and arrears, “has not been 
a great success.” The junior partner in the government, 
the National Party, has not been able to “get its way, 
either in the cabinet or in Parliament." The “greatest 
concern" in 1995 has been the continued political 
vielence in KwaZulu/Natal and the crime which the 
government has been unable to curb. On the plus 
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side have been the improvement in relations between 
different communities, as seen in the peaceful local 
ciections, the ANC’s “abandonment of nationalisation 
plans, the reduction of inflation and the achievement of 
3 percent growth.” 


CAPE TIMES 


‘Bold Initiatives’ Needed in KwaZulu/Natal — Com- 
menting on the massacres in KwaZulu/Natal this month 
Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 27 December 
in a page-6 editorial says it is “ne coincidence that the 
RDP [Reconstruction and Development Program] min- 
istry reports the slowest progress ‘n KwaZulw/Natal.” “It 
is Naive tO expect reconstruction in a region so stricken 
by political conflict.” However, there is a “glimmer of 
hope” since there “is a sense in the ANC thai the draft 
constitution tabled last month must be endorsed by the 
IFP which, it seems, is drifung away trom its ‘seces- 
sionist’ approach.” It is now “opportune” for leaders to 
advance “bold initiatives. 


» NANCIAL MAIL 


‘Fissures’ Develop in ANC-Led Alliance — Johannes- 
burg FINANCIAL MAIL in English on 22 December 
in its page-11 editorial finds that “closer examination” 
of the ANC "shows fissures beginning to develop in the 
ANC-led alliance as its disparate parts pull in different 
directions.” But the divergence of views between the 
ANC and the Congress of South African Trade Unions, 
COSATU, over privatization “is unlikely io be a pre- 
lude to an imminent split in the alliance.” Self-inirest 
on both sides is likely to favor a “compromise deal”. 
However, “there are tensions between the ANC and 
COSATU.” The ANC “now finds itself playing the role 
of boss in disputes with the vociferous public-sector 
unions.” Furthermore, as black entrepreneurs and capi- 
talists emerge in post-apartheid South Africa, “they in- 
creasingly have the ear of ANC leaders.” Their interests 
“diverge from those of the trade union apparatchiks.” To 
the extent thai the ANC tries to accommodate them it 
often “finds itself at odds with COSATY ° The ANC’s 
relationship with the Congress of Traditional Leaders of 
South Africa is also “under growing strain” over the 1s- 
sue of chieftainship. “These stresses — like those which 
surface sporadically in the ANC relationship with the 
SA National Civics Organisation — may not lead to 
major fractures in the immediate future. But they do 
mean that the ANC will find it increasingly difficult to 
hold the disparate alliance together and that it may not 
be able to do so beyond Mandela's presidency.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Angola 


Beye Predicts 96 To See Protocol Implemented 


MB2812134295 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 27 Dec 95 


{Passages within quotation marks are recorded} 


[FBIS Translated Text] UN Special Representative 
Alioune Blondin Beye has said that 1996 will see the 
Lusaka Protocol’s implementauion completed. The UN 
Official said this when he made an assessment of the 
peace process today. He said the Lusaka Protocol has 
been important, if for no other reason than that one no 
longer sees 1,000 people killed by war daily. 


{Beye, in French, with passage-by-passage translation 
into Portuguese} “In iight of the peace agreement, the 
Situation in Angola was supposed to have been better by 
now. However, it might also have been worse. I have 
expressed this view on a number of occasions. It should 
have been better because ii has been a whole year since 
the Lusaka Protocol was signed. We should have made 
far greater progress over these 12 months than what can 
be seen on the ground. 


"On the political front, anyone is entitled io feel that, 
after one vear, the government of national unity should 
have been in place already. At the very least, we should 
be able to see the national reconciliation administrative 
system set up in some provinces. 


"On the military front, no one would have expected 
incidents to occur one year after the signing of the peace 
agreement. I have already spoken about the incidents 
that continue to take place, but I will add that we might 
also be experiencing war throughout Angola and that it 
might still be killing 1,000 people daily. However, after 
a whole year the incidents we have reported are both 
unacceptable and far too numerous.” 


The UN special representative in Angola admitted 
that some important stages in the Lusaka Protocol's 
implementation have not been complied with, thereby 
allowing the process to lag even further behind. He said 
that many years of wer have built a wall of distrust 
which is difficult to bring down. 


[Beye] "In a nutshell, distrust is Angola's biggest 
problem on the political front. The wall of distrust has 
not been brought down, but it has becn shifted back 
nonetheless. However, a mere shifting back of that wall 
after one year is far from enough. The wall must fall 
now. The patience of the international community has 
been stretched close to its limit. If the wall does not 
come down now, Angola will be faced with a crisis of 
confidence on the part of the international community.” 
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Thus, the Angolan peace process has been marked both 
by progress and other incidents over the lasi ver" Beye 
described as important the steps that have 2.0.2) ‘he 
two sides to continue their dialogue. He ©. \ed usr 50 
percent of humanitarian aid is currently © ¢ ¢ rried 
overland and he added that the release ot , fs ~ 

mostly on the part of the government — helps restore 
mutual trust. The international community's corinit- 
ment and the Angolan people's willingness to see peace 
at work in their country could ensure the success ot 
the peace process. The UN special representative pre- 
dicted that the Lusaka Protocol's implementation would 
be completed in 1996. 


[Beye] "The year of 1993 was the year of war, 1994 the 
year of painstaking negotiation, and 1995 the year the 
UN Angola Verification Mission [Unavem]-3 was set 
up. It would be desirable and high time for 1996 to be 
the year of definitive peace for Angola, as well as for 
the Lusaka Protocol's complete implementation. This is 
my wish for Angola and its people, and I sincerely hope 
it will come true.” 


To conclude, Beye called for an end to hostile propa- 
ganda and to those he described as the enemies of peace. 
He also announced that 6,500 UN peacekeeping forces 
have already arrived in the country, and that th peace 
mission costs $1 million per day. It is a frightening 
figure, but not more than what Angola's peace needs 
require. 


Beye on UNITA ‘Willingness’ To End Crisis 


MB2912074395 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 29 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] His Excellency Dr. Jonas Mal- 
heiro Savimbi, National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA] president, received UN Spe- 
cial Representative Alioune Blondin Beye in Baiiundo 
yesterday. The two men discussed the Angolan peace 
process, currently facing its worst crisis since the Lusaka 
Protocol's signing one year ago. 


After the meeting, Beye told Lourenco Bento, Voice 
of Resistance of the Black Cockerei correspondent in 
Bailundo, that the present situation is harmful to the 
peace process, adding that appropriate measures must 
be taken to correct the problem. 


The UN special representative in Angola said he found 
that the UNITA leadership had shown real political 
willingness to settle the matter. 


Concerning the crisis, Beye regretted that it should 
happen one year after the Lusaka Protocol's signing 
and he said it must be dealt with. Commenting on 
military incidents in various parts of the country, the 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Joint Commission chief said only the government's and 
UNITA’s political willingness can end them. 


To conclude, Beye reiterated his wishes of peace for 
Angola in 1996. He also wished good health to UNITA 
President Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, other senior 
party officials, and all Angolan people. 


UNITA: Government Offensive Prevents Talks 


LD2812]45995 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] There will be no meeting today 
between National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] and Angolan Government delegations. 
In principle, the two sides were to discuss the military 
aspect of the Luanda peace accords today but Jonas 
Savimbi’s radio station justified the postponement by 
declaring that the government army has launched an 
offensive in northern Angola. Luanda has denied this. 


Government Denies Offensive 


MB2812205195 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 28 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Correspondent Isidro Sanhanga 
is on the line to tell us about the Joint Commission 
meeting at the Joint Commission headquarters here in 
Luanda: 


[Sanhanga] Good evening, viewers. I just want to 
say that the Joint Commission meeting ended five 
minutes ago. It was attended by delegations from the 
government, the United Nations, and the troika of 
observers. According to the information obtained, the 
meeting was requested by the government delegation 
at the Joint Commission to present a protest about 
what they consider delaying maneuvers by the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA], 
resulting in the present crisis in the peace process. 


Evidently, in meetings of this nature, everything is not 
revealed, but we learned that the government delegation 
presented this protest and there was a coordination of 
positions to revive the peace process. 


A few moments ago, (UN representative} Alioune 
Blondin Beye spoke to the media. He said these high and 
low moments are natural in a complicated process like 
the Angolan peace process. He continues to believe in 
peace for Angola. So we do not have [words indistinct] 
in the coming days and end the present crisis. Any 
question Edgar [Cunha]? 


[Cunha] Apart fron. the government protest, is there 
anything more? 
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[Sanhanga] Well, a few minutes ago, I talked to 
General Higino Carneiro, the government delegation’s 
spokesman at the Joint Commission. Gen. Higino 
Carneiro told me that the UNITA accusations are 
baseless. He said government troops are not carrying 
Out any offensive in northern Angola, as pointed out by 
UNITA Secretary General Lukamba Gato yesterday. 
So Gen. Higino Carneiro denied the existence of this 
offensive. I have also learned from reliable sources 
at the Joint Commission that it was a stalling tactic 
by UNITA, and this is what Gen. Higino Carneiro 
also said, more or less. He also said that options were 
presented to Alioune Blondin Beye, the mediator in the 
peace process, 'o try reviving the peace process. 


Gen. Higino Carneiro also said that UNITA is not 
fulfilling its pledges in Lusaka. He said he and the head 
of the government delegation at the Joint Commission 
went on 21 December to Bailundo, where certain 
positions were agreed upon. They agreed that the 
process would be revived, but this is not being respected 
by UNITA. 


So it is advisable that we wait for the results. Let us wait 
and see what happens next. As I said earlier, everything 
is not revealed in meetings of this nature. Let us wait 
and see what course the process takes in the coming 
few days. 


UN Reportedly Confirms Offensive 


MB2912074295 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 29 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The UN Angola Verification 
Mission [Unavem]-3 team in Uige Province has con- 
firmed that the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] troops 
began an offensive against Quitexe District on 27 De- 
cember. Lieutenant Colonel (Mbala), Unavem-3 mil- 
itary commander for Uige Province, visited Quitoca 
commune, which the FAA troops occupied on 26 De- 
cember. He ordered the FAA troops to move back to 
Uige, the provincial capital. 


Felix Miranda, Voice of Resistance of the Black Cock- 
erel correspondent in Negage, sent us this report yester- 
day: 


The Unavem-3 Uige Province command (?has been 
in contact) with the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] chief of General 
Staff for the northern region [words indistinct} Lt. Col. 
(Mbala) had to go to the area and force the FAA troops 
to move back to Uige. We sought confirmation of this 
from the Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola 
[FALA] General Staff in Negage, but a FALA official 
told us he was not able to confirm anything yet. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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The truth, however, is that Unavem-3 was there to verify 
those accusations on the ground. It is hoped that UNITA 
patrolling operations should yield more information on 
whether the FAA troops went back to Uige. [passage 
omitted] 


FAA Said Shelling UNITA Positions in Bengo 


MB2912073395 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 29 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Octavio Mulangi Lucas, Voice 
of Resistance of the Black Cockerel correspondent in 
Bengo Province, reported today that the Angolan Armed 
Forces [FAA] troops have shelled National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] positions 
in that province. 


Lucas reports that the FAA’s Muxuluando-based 76th 
Regiment was responsible for the shelling. On 25 and 
26 December, it went on the offensive, using BM- 
21 multirocket artillery, 30 and 75 mm cannons, and 
light artillery. The UNITA military command for Bengo 
Province has already reported these developments to the 
UN Angola Verification Mission-3. It is worth noting 
that the shelling killed and wounded a number of people 
in (Ngombe) and (Cangui-Mazumbo). 


Mozambique 
Chissano Dismisses, Appoints New Ambassadors 


MB2812123795 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mozambican President Joaquim 
Alberto Chissano has appointed five new ambassadors 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary, as well as a high 
commissioner to the United Kingdom. 


In terms of presidential decrees, Carlos dos Santos was 
appointed Mozambique’s ambassador to the United Na- 
tions; (Eduardo Jose de Baciao Coloma), high commis- 
sioner to the United Kingdom; Jose Rui Mota do Ama- 
ral, to France; Rui Baltasar, to Denmark, Norway, and 
Finland; Jose Maria da Silva Morais, to the PRC; and 
Julio Goncalo Braga, to Cuba. 


In other decrees, President Joaquim Chissano relieved 
the following ambassadors of their duties: Pedro Comis- 
sario Afonso, the former ambassador to the United Na- 
tions; Armando Alexandre Panguene, former ambas- 
sador to the United Kingdom; Jose Rui Mota do Amaral, 
former ambassador to the Russian Federation; Daniel 
Saul Mbanze, former ambassador to the PRC; and Amor 
Zacarias Kuphela, former ambassador to Cuba. 
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Further Appointments 


MB2812205795 Maputo TVM Television Network 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Joaquim Chissano 
has appointed Hipolito Patricio deputy minister of 
foreign affairs and cooperation. Hipolito Patricio, who 
was Mozambique’s ambassador to the United States and 
Canada, replaces Daniel Antonio, who was appointed 
OAU assistant secretary general last June. [passage 
omitted] 


The Mozambican head of state also appointed Ernesto 
Gouveia Govea, 38, deputy governor of the Bank of 
Mozambique. [passage omitted] 


He also appointed Mozambican poet Jose Craveirinha 
deputy president of the Portuguese Language Biblio- 
graphic Fund. [passage omitted] 


‘Reliable Source’: No Theft of U.S. Corn 


MB2812192695 Maputo TVM Television Network 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 28 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] There has been no theft of 
1,400 tonnes of yellow corn at Maputo Port. The 
case still is being investigated by port authorities. A 
reliable source told Maputo Television no corn was 
diverted. The source from the Mozambique Railroads 
and Harbors said the Trade Ministry must prove this 
theft. Yesterday, the Internal Trade Ministry [agency 
as heard] Directorate blamed the Maputo port for the 
disappearance of 1,400 tonnes of corn. 


USAID, which supplied the corn, threatened to cut 
financing for development programs. This threat did not 
please the port authorities, who quickly told us that only 
about 20,000 bags of corn are missing. This corn was 
taken by a company called ABC. This will be confirmed 
at a news conference to be held by Maputo Port Director 
Albero Elias tomorrow. 


Still according to our source, the USAID sent 23,000 
tonnes of yellow corn to Mozambique. A total of 15,700 
tonnes were destined for Maputo, while 7,300 tonnes 
were destined for Beira. The source said the donors did 
not act as planned since the ship Kansas only unloaded 
12,500 tonnes in Maputo and 10,500 tonnes in Beira, 
which was three [figure as heard] tonnes more than 
planned. During the handling process, about 25 tonnes 
went missing. The source said, however, that this is 
normal in this kind of operation. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Namibia 
Nujoma: ‘No Absolute Independence’ for Judiciary 


MB2712182495 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 21 Dec 95 p! 


[Report by Lucia Mutikani] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There is no absolute indepen- 
dence of the judiciary and not all criticism levelled by 
the public including government officials against the 
courts could be construed to be interference in the inde- 
pendence of the Judiciary, President Sam Nujoma said. 


The remarks by the President come in the wake of an 
On-going investigation by the Prosecutor-General’s Of- 
fice into a statement made by Labour and Human Re- 
sources Development Minister Moses Garoeb accusing 
the Labour Court of bias. 


Minister Garoeb is being investigated for possible 
contemy. of court after he lashed out at the Labour 
Court, accusing it of being a rubber stamp of employers, 
granting interdicts based on unsubstantiated half truths. 


In a statement on some aspects relating to the adminis- 
tration of Justice in this country, Mr Nujoma said there 
was an inevitable apprehension by the judiciary that its 
independence was being undermined through some pro- 
nouncements by some members of the Executive, leg- 
islature and ordinary citizens. 


"I am sure that the judiciary itself will be the first to 
accept the notion that no citizen commits any wrong 
if he gives expression to his discomfort or unhappiness 
with judicial decisions," said President Nujoma. 


He said while the judiciary demanded that its indepen- 
dence, dignity and effectiveness be respected by the Ex- 
ecutive, the legislature and citizens, it maintained the 
latter were under no circumstances permitted to under- 
mine its independence. 


"Let me state categorically here that in principle I 
find nothing objectionable to these sentiments and I 
have the greatest sympathy and support for creating an 
environment within which our Judiciary would operate 
freely as humanly as possible,” said Mr Nujoma. 


"What I find, however, to be a problem with the 
rest of us outside the judiciary pursuing our fight 
to free expression would be to determine which of 
our criticisms of the decisions of the judiciary are 
tantamount to undermining the independence and which 
ones are acceptable." 


Referring to Article 22 of the Constitution dealing with 
independence of the judiciary, the President said he had 
no problem recognising the limit in a situation where 
one imputes dishonesty to any member of the judiciary. 


"However, | have great difficulty in determining when 
a person makes Criticism whose manner is unfair and 
unreasonable or which might bring the judiciary into 
contempt of court,” he said. 


"I believe our !eyal system has sufficient mechanisms 
that are designed to address or test the reasonableness 
or utterances of any individual, groups of individuals or 
institutions.’ 


Swaziland 


Thousands Demonstrate in Mbabane, Manzini 28 
Dec 


MB2812160095 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 28 Dec 95 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Thousands of workers in 
Swaziland have staged largely peaceful demonstrations 
in the capital Mbanane and in Manzini in a bid to force 
the governmen: to reverse a ban on street vendors in 
the two cities. Officials of the Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions said that today’s demonstrations had gone 
well and that they were likely to be repeated tomorrow 
if the government failed to act. 


The police said that five people had been arrested for 
inciting others to set fire to a police station, which had 
not been attacked. The authorities banned street hawkers 
in Manzini and Mbabane .ast week, saying it would 
provide a central market for them. However, the vendors 
have rejected the plan. 


Students ‘Hijack’ Protest March 


MB29/2100495 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 29 Dec 95 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Bongani Mdluli] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Manzini — Senior police offi- 
cials here yesterday expressed an er at the involvement 
of University of Swaziland (Uniswa) students who were 
in the forefront curing a march for street vendors in the 
city. Tne students comprised mostly of those who were 
on hunger strike after being expelled early this year by 
the administration. The officers said they fail to under- 
stand why the students have since “hijacked” the march. 


Also participating in the demonstration was former 
Swayoco {Swaziland Youth Congress] chief marshal 
Mphandlana Shongwe. Senior officers singled out the 
president of the Swaziland Association of Students 
(SAS) Velaphi Dlamini and former SRC [Students 
Representative Council] secretary Martin Masuku. 


Mr Khumbulani Kunene of the SRC technical commit- 
tee povided first aid to the marchers. "We know these 
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boys are from Uniswa and were on a hunger strike. Now 
they just want to ‘hijack’ this march for their own de- 
sires. It will [word indistinct] come to a point where we 
will not allow this thing,” they said at the Manzini City 
Council. 


However, SAS president Mr Dlamini in an interview 
said they do not need to be street vendors to participate 
in this march. "As SAS we are just in solidarity. 
I think the officers should know that street vendors 
are Our parents and have to raise money to send us 
(students) back to school. They also have to earn a 
living like the officers themselves. I therefore urge 
all our members to support the march,” he said. Mr 
Khumbulani Masuku on another note said, “An injury 
to one is an injury to all. We have relatives friends and 
parents who are suffering here. In fact we do not believe 
in discrimination. However, I am not surprised to hear 
this from the officers because they are the oppressors," 
he added. 


Police Assault Demonstrators 


MB2912104295 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 29 Dec 95 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Bongani Mdluli] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Manzini — Chaos broke out 
in Manzini yesterday when police assaulted some of 
the close to 300 demonstrating street vendors at the bus 
terminus after they began looting their colleagues who 
were selling cosmetics. The demonstration which started 
at about 8.00 am next to the police station was peaceful 
until at around {.30 pm when the marching vendors 
began looting their colleagues at the bus terminus. 


During the march they said they are doing their own 
"Incwala" [tasting of the first fruits ceremony] as 
authorities have locked themselves in offices under the 
pretext of the Incwala ceremony. 
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Songs and slogans of "down with the city council’, 
"down with the Prime Minister", "Viva street vendors 
and SFTU [Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions]” 
were the order of the day. When they reached the bus 
rank to confront those who did not take part in the toyi- 
toyi [protest dancing] and were selling instead, those 
selling produced bush-knifes and iron-rods to protect 
their wares from the marchers. A chaotic situation then 
occurred between the two factions. 


It was at this point that police resolved to beat up the 
Street vendors using sjamboks [whips] and batons. 


Those injured were given first aid treatment by former 
University of Swaziland (Uniswa) student Khumbulani 
Kunene before being sent to hospital. Former Swayoco 
[Swaziland Youth Congress] chief marshal Mphandlana 
Shongwe who was ahead of the toyi-toying vendors 
tried to reason with the officers. The demonstration itself 
was led by well known SFTU marshal, Sam Mkhonta 
who directed the plan of action. 


After the battering, the street vendors marched to the 
park next to the Regional Administration offices where 
they were addressed by their leaders. In an interview one 
of the vendors at the bus rank who spoke on condition 
of anonymity said they will not be harassed by the street 
vendors. 


"Firstly, they must also respect us as citizens of this 
country. We do not sell fruits or vegetables here but 
cosmetics. Why are they forcing us to join them? They 
Should ask us in a polite manner if they need our 
support,” he said. 


Manzini branch secretary general of Butimba Be- 
Maswati {Swazi Hunting] Association, Mathokoza 
Thwala in his address at the park said their negotiations 
with the city council were unsuccessful. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Nigeria 
Police Detain ‘Major’ Opposition Leader Fasheun 


AB2812172395 Paris AFP in English 
1704 GMT 28 Dec 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) Lagos, 28 Dec (AFP) — 
Nigerian police on Thursday [28 December] detained 
the head of a major opposition coalition, Frederic 
Fasheun, and four other activists, members of the 
Campaign for Democracy (CD) said. 


They said Fasheun, who is acting president of the C)} 
and his four colleagues were detained in the city oi 
Abeokuta, where the group had planned a protest rally. 
Police, who had earlier banned the rally, said they had 
arrested five people at the venue, but they did not 
identify them. 


The rally had been planned to protest the continued 
detention of three prominent opposition figures who 
come from Abeokuta: the former head of state Olusegun 
Obasanjo, former presidential candidate Chief Moshood 
Abiola and the CD’s president, Beko Ransome-Kuti. 


CD activists and Abeokuta residents said the five people 
detained had been taken to police headquarters in the 
city. 


Government-run radio had earlier broadcasts statements 
telling people that the rally was banned, and warning 
them to stay away. Police were reported to have 
deployed at key points in the city to prevent the 
organisers from holding the protest at an alternative 
venue. 


Abeokuta, some 100 kilometres (60 miles) north of 
Lagos, is the capital of the southwestern state of Ogun. 
The CD is a coalition of human rights groups. 


Magazine Sues Government Over Editor’s Arrest 


EA2912122095 Nairobi KNA in English 
0745 GMT 29 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) [no 
date as received]: Tell publications, which put out the 
Lagos weekly magazine "Tell", has dragged the Nige- 
rian police inspector-general and federal attorney gen- 
eral to court over the arrest of its editor-in-chief and 
confiscation of copies of its latest issue. Joined in the 
two separate suits filed at a federal high court Wednes- 
day [27 December] by Lagos lawyer Gaminfawehinmi 
[name as received] is the state security service. 


The magazine is claiming a total 210 million naira (9.54 
million U.S. Dollars at the official rate of exchange) in 
damages for two separate seizures of its edition and the 


FBIS-AFR-95-250 
29 December 1995 


arrest [on] 23rd December of its editor-in-chief, Nosa 
Igiebor. 


"Tell" said some 55,000 copies of its Christmas edi- 
tion entitled “Abiola’s Freedom: The World Waits for 
Abacha" were seized [on] 17th December... 


"Tell" also claims in the suits, for which no hearing 
date has been fixed, [that] another set of 50,000 copies 
of its publication dated Ist January 1996 and entitled 
"Abacha is Adamant: Terrorize the Opposition” were 
seized by security agents [on] 23rd December. It protests 
[at] the "forceful seizure and confiscation" of the copies 
as “unlawful, unconstitutional, null and void". [passage 
omitted] 


Abacha Inaugurates Reconciliation Committee 


AB2812201095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 28 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} The National Reconcilia- 
tion Committee was inaugurated today in Abuja by the 
head of state, General Sani Abacha. Gen. Abacha, on 
the occasion, directed the committee to ensure ways of 
ensuring the participation of various interest groups in 
the transition program with a view to strengthening the 
unity and stability of the country. State House corre- 
spondent Haruna Idriss now reports: 


[Begin recording] [Idriss} Enumerating the four-point 
terms of reference for the committee, the head of state 
Said it is expected to examine and formulate criteria for 
establishing dialogue with Nigerians at home and abroad 
with a view to encouraging their full participation in the 
transition program. They are also expected to defuse 
all avenues and issues capable of polarizing various 
communities, and make appropriate recommendations. 
The committee will also make recommendations on any 
issue that will help to promote peace, unity, and smooth 
implementation of the transition program. 


Gen. A! id the inauguration of the committee re- 
flects | 's resolve to put past problems behind 
and ma ard together with hope towards nation- 


hood. He remarked that since independence, two impor- 
tant national crises have threatened the existence of the 
nation. They are the 30-month civil war, and the stale- 
mate arising from the aborted 1993 presidential elec- 
tions. Gen. Abacha spoke further on the need for rec- 
Onciliation. [passage indistinct] 


The head of state said two-thirds of the committee’s 
success would be determined by the extent to which 
Nigerians subordinate their self-interest to the overall 
national interest. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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